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At my house, we are turning the calendar to summer! My kids are revamping from 
school schedules to summer schedules and all the fun and opportunity that goes with it. 
SHTX is also looking at an exciting summer! In addition to our summer shows, we have 
a great Novice Clinic/Practice Show event scheduled. Plus in just a few short weeks, we 
will travel to Guthrie, Oklahoma, as a partner in the National Ranch and Stock Horse 
Alliance National Championship Show. SHTX is excited to sponsor a portion of this 
event as we bring together ranch and stock horse enthusiasts from across the country to 
one great showcase of horses! We will also be cheering on many of our members who 
are competing in the VRH World Show and Ranching Heritage Finals as well. If you’re 
coming, be sure to wear your SHTX gear!

On page 8-9 of this newsletter, there are some important notes regarding the Guthrie 
show, plus a map of the venue. Be sure to check those out.

As part of our growth and another way to support our membership, SHTX is excited 
to announce a partnership with the American Paint Horse Association. We will be add-
ing some APHA ranch classes to our schedule (running concurrently as AQHA classes 
do). Additionally, riders of registered Paint horses can get their horse’s earnings and 
major accomplishments at SHTX events listed on their horse’s permanent show record. 
We see great things moving forward with our partnership with APHA.

Another heads up – there is a change in the schedule for the September show in 
Hamilton. We are moving the AQHA special event Ranch Riding classes (usually held 
on Friday evening) to Sunday morning. This will allow the VRH Ranch Cutting to start 
by 6pm on Friday. The Open SHTX/VRH Reining will also be on Friday afternoon at 
3:30pm. 

I hope your summer plans include one of our upcoming shows in Dripping Springs, 
Athens or Sweetwater. Our summer shows are traditionally smaller, and they are a great 
way to meet new people within our association. We will have plenty of water to keep you 
cool. If you’re doing any summer shopping, be sure to check out what our sponsors have 
to offer. We depend on our sponsorships to offset costs of saddles, buckles, jackets and 
other prizes throughout the year. 

Stay cool and I’ll see you soon!

Going strong into summer!

www.stockhorsetexas.org								        855-846-7468
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Judge’s Corner: The Key to Cow Control
When Morgan Lybbert judged the boxing and working cow horse 
classes at the Western Horseman Stock Horse of Texas World 
Championship Show last year, he saw one recurring issue in all 
levels of competition. To Lybbert, many of the riders failed to show 
complete control of the cow. 
In order to understand what a 
judge, like Lybbert, is looking 
for in the boxing and working 
cow class, he says to read the 
National Reined Cow Horse 
Association rulebook. On page 
25 of the 2018 NRCHA Rule 
Book, renowned reined cow 
horse competitor and judge, 
Bobby Ingersol states: “The most important point when working 
a cow is for the horse to have the advantage or be in control of 
the cow. At the same time, the horse should exhibit a smooth 
willingness to do his job. He should respond to a light rein and show 
good manners in his face and body.”
A judge wants to see the horse work the cow in accordance with the 
requirements of that cow work class. Judges do not want to see a 
horse that is disrespectful to the rider through its head or through a 
negative reaction.
The AQHA, NRCHA and SHTX judge from Valley View, Texas,  says, 
“Study and analyze the first part of the statement about controlling 
the cow, and study run content and how it is scored. There are five 
boxes on a judge’s card that can be used to increase or decrease 
your score.” 
The five boxes on an NRCHA card that are also relevant to SHTX 
are: 
1. Position and Control: This is the most important one. You have to 
be in the right position to control. 
2. Degree of Difficulty: You need to create the degree of difficulty 
on the cow only if you have control. 
3. Eye Appeal: How does your degree of difficulty and control look 
to the judge? 
4. Courage: If you keep the degree of difficulty on a hard cow, you’re 
doing it for some time with pressure. The odds go up the cow will 
win the longer you work. Keeping that cow shows a lot of courage. 
5. Time Worked: If you just sit there with your cow and are not 
trying to drive it, that isn’t showing control. Sometimes a cow 
doesn’t want to do much, so you don’t do much and sit in the middle 

continued on the next page....
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but that doesn’t earn credit. You want to drive that cow to the left 
and the right. Go around and drive again, get some movement. Use 
your time to the best of your advantage. 
It can be difficult to mark a plus in all of the judge’s score boxes. 
Where some riders think action and speed can make up for finesse, 
Lybbert cautions against taking that approach to cow work. 
“Just because you’re doing wrong fast, doesn’t make it right,” he 
says. “Be sure your horse stops in position and turns. Just like a 
cutter, it has to stop and then turn. Catch back up to the cow and stop 
the cow, not just stop after the cow.”
Cow control comes down to proper position. Lybbert advises riders 
to not immediately pressure the cow, but to stay back and note what 
the cow’s reaction is to being in the arena. 
“If you’re not sure of how the cow will react, step to it gradually and 
try to keep it from getting out of the middle area,” he says. “Try to 
keep the cow in the middle half. You don’t have the advantage when 
you’re running and following the cow from side-to-side. You’re not 
gaining any credit or increasing your run content there because you 
really don’t have control of that cow. 
“Cow happens fast, I understand. You get all kids of cows; horses and 
riders are learning. Just try to keep out of the penalty box and don’t 
lose your cow. Do not trail your cows. If a cow stops 10 feet from the 
side fence and you haven’t turned him, you should stop 10 feet from 
the fence.”
First, understand how the cow class is judged. Then, ride to your 
advantage on the score card. The key is to control the cow, manage 
your time and complete the requirements of the class. 

Judge’s corner, continued...

Board of Director ballots will be mailed toward the 
end of May. Only paid members as of May 22nd 
will receive a ballot. Make sure your membership is 
current! You can renew your membership online at 

stockhorsetexas.org!

Are YOU Current?

Welcome Classic Equine to 
the SHTX Family as a 

Diamond Sponsor!
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Stock Horse of Texas partners with
American Paint Horse Association

Stock Horse of Texas is excited to announce an alliance partnership 
with the American Paint Horse Association. With this partnership, SHTX 
members riding registered Paint 
horses can have their earnings 
and major SHTX accomplish-
ments added to their horse’s 
APHA show record. SHTX will 
also offer APHA classes to be held 
concurrently with SHTX classes.

“We have several members who ride registered Paint horses, and we are 
excited to partner with APHA in promoting their breed to the ranch and 
stock horse industry. With this alliance, outstanding Paint horses can be 
recognized for their accomplishments,” said William Lewis, SHTX Presi-
dent. 

With the addition of APHA stock horse classes to SHTX shows, mem-
bers will have opportunity to earn APHA points. In recent years, APHA 
has expanded their ranch class offerings. SHTX is currently working with 
APHA on what classes will be offered and at which shows.

“This is a great service to our stock horse members, offering them the 
chance to also earn recognition within APHA, qualify for the APHA World 
Show and other APHA honors,” Lewis said.

“We are very excited about this opportunity to partner with Stock Horse 
of Texas,” APHA Senior Director of Judges, Shows and Education David 
Dellin said. “The ranch horse competitions are some of the most popular 
and fastest growing segments of APHA. We look forward to what we can 
do for the industry as we work together with our alliance partners.”

We are currently reviewing current show dates and applying for show 
approval. Stay tuned for updates on what shows will include APHA 
classes.

Updated 2018 
Year End 
Standings 
are available 
at stockhorsetexas.org!
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by Michelle Reding

 

Thomas Hicks 
Construction 

COUNT 
ME IN!

Please call or email the office AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. If 
you enter and do not show up, you are responsible for the 
Office Fee and the Cattle Fee!

Email: entry@stockhorsetexas.org  

SHTX must pay for your cow even if you don’t show up! 
Please be courteous and let the office know so we can 
modify our cattle order.

Did you enter a show, 
but something came up 
and you can’t make it?

Year End Awards Eligibility
Every year, the board works to provide top-notch Year End prizes. We 
hope these prizes are one of the driving forces for you to return to a 
Stock Horse of Texas show! Over $30,000 in prizes will be presented 
at the year end banquet, including custom made saddles, custom hats, 
buckles, tack, jackets and more. Don’t get left out -- make sure you are 
eligible for Year End prizes!

• compete in at least 50% of the SHTX shows in a calendar year in a 
particular division

• for All Around awards, attendance must be in the All Around 
(entered in all 4 SHTX classes at 50% of the shows). For class 
awards, attendance is for that specific class.

• points are tracked for each division; points or attendance does not 
cross over per division

• points are tracked on a horse/rider combination (except for the 
Open division, where points are tracked on the horse)

• each year, your 2 lowest point shows are dropped. In 2018, we 
have 10 shows, so you must attend at least 5 shows and we will 
count your best 8 shows toward the all around awards
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Brazos Co. Extension Horse 
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Pete & Brenda Rosales

Brazos Valley Equine
Joe & Becky Horlen

Woodard Family

Bronze Sponsors

Friends

Silver Sponsors
CREATIVE ALLOY 

PRODUCTS
PLANTERSVILLE, TX

to the Comal Co. 4-H Horse Club
for working the San Antonio Show!

June 29-30 
Dripping Springs, Texas

July 20-21, 2018 
Athens, Texas

August 3-4, 2018 
Sweetwater, Texas

August 24-26, 2018
Novice “stand alone” Clinic 

& Practice Show
NRS Arena, Decatur, Texas

September 7-8, 2018
Circle T Arena, Hamilton, Texas

September 21-22, 2018
Expo Center, Bryan, Texas

2018
Texas Schedule

Stock Horse World Show - Abilene, Texas
Oct 26-28, 2018

All members are welcome! You do not need to qualify to attend. 
Over $50,000 in cash and prizes will be awarded!
There will not be any AQHA classes at this show.

June 1-3 — The Ranch, Loveland, CO

July 13 — Cheyenee, WY

August 11-12 — Adams Co. Fairgrounds, Brighton, CO

August 28-29 — Colorado State Fair, Pueblo, CO

September 15-16 — Adams Co. Fairgrounds, Brighton, CO

November 29 -Dec 2 — CoWN Winterfest Championship  
 The Ranch, Loveland, CO

CoWN Schedule
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Heads Up for Hamilton!!!
Due to the expected large number of entries at the Hamilton show (Sept 7-8), we are making 
the following changes to our routine schedule. Please be aware of these changes when 
entering!

FRIDAY: 	 Clinic @ 8am-3pm
			   Open Reining @ 3:30pm
			   Ranch Riding classes >> MOVED TO SUNDAY MORNING -- 8:30 AM
			   Ranch Cutting @ 6pm (note slightly earlier time to accommodate large		
					     number of entries in cutting classes)

SATURDAY:	 Show @ 8am -- SHTX and VRH classes

Circle T is looking to hire a band on Saturday evening for our group.  
Enjoy a great time of fellowship on Saturday evening.

SUNDAY:	 Cowboy Church Service @ 7:30am
			   All AQHA Ranch Riding classes -- 8:30 am

Everything should be wrapped up before noon on Sunday. 
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We are getting excited about the first National Ranch 
and Stock Horse Alliance (NRSHA) National Champi-
onship Show. Many of our members are showing at the 
NRSHA and/or AQHA Versatility World Show in Guthrie 
in June.

If this is your first time at a major world or national show, 
here are a few tips to make your show a successful and 
enjoyable experience.

One of the best tips – Read the Qualifying Handbook 
available at aqha.com/vrhworld. The handbook has specific 
rules and info that are important for all exhibitors!

Before the Show:

•	 Health & Coggins Papers – you must have a 30-day 
current Health Certificate and current (12 month) 
Coggins papers

•	 Make a list of what you need so you don’t forget while 
packing

•	 Subscribe to text alerts!  Text “SUBSCRIBE” to 
806-576-0913. AQHA will text schedule updates 
throughout the week, so keep your phone handy!

•	 If you’re in AQHA classes, Read the therapeutic 
medication rules & be aware of them!  Items like bute, 
Equioxx, dexamethasone, and many others are regu-
lated

•	 Print out practice schedule and decide the best time to 
ride. Arenas may not always be “open riding” so please 
follow the practice schedule

•	 Highlight your classes on the show schedule available 
at aqha.com/vrhworld

•	 Patterns and working orders will be available at aqha.
com/vrhworld very soon!

When you check in the Show Office:

•	 Get a schedule at the show with estimated times — 
but know it’s a rolling schedule & times can change! 
**Classes will NOT wait for a start time if the 
arena is running ahead of schedule

•	 Be prepared to show your current membership card 
(If showing NRSHA, you must show proof of current 
membership for the alliance you qualified under ie. 
your SHTX membership)

•	 Pick up copies of the patterns. They will be available 
in a file box in the office

At the Show:

•	 Attend Exhibitor meetings — Show management 
will announce the most relevant information and any 
changes, etc.

•	 Review warm up arena etiquette!! Be courteous to oth-
ers; there will be a lot of riders!

•	 It will be hot! Keep yourself and your horse hydrated!

•	 Be aware of where they are at in your next arena so 
you are not caught off guard and you are ready

•	 Pretend this show is like any other show.  Keep your 
same routines, don’t drastically change anything just 
because it’s a world or national championship show

•	 You won’t need a muck bucket/wheelbarrow to clean 
out your stall.  Rolling trash bins are provided. (but 
bring your own apple picker)

•	 Make friends from other states! Have fun!

•	 Visit the trade show

•	 Put contact info on your stall in case of emergency 

•	 Bring lots of fly spray & sunscreen

•	 If you want to save money at the concession stand, 
pack a cooler

•	 A professional photographer will be on the grounds. 
Review AQHA’s photography policy in the qualifier 
handbook. NO professional equipment is allowed.

NRSHA National Championship & 
VRH World Show TIPS!
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VRH  
Lazy E Arena Map

Symbol for Show Vendors







Horses featured are:  Be Aech Enterprise, Colonels Smoking Gun [Gunner], First Down Dash, Genuine Doc, Goldseeker Bars, Lynx Melody, Photon, Playboys Ruby, Playgun, 
Red Sonny Dee, Royal Blue Boon, Smart Chic Olena, Smart Little Lena, Streakin Six, Tanquery Gin, The Intimidator, The Ole Man, Topsail Whiz, Triple Chick, Zips Chocolate Chip

Legends Volume 9
Product # 106   $24.95
Call toll free: (800) 874-6774 
(M-F from 9AM-8PM EST)
Order online at westernhorseman.com

What Makes a Legend?
Legends 
          Volume 9!
� e 9th volume in the series is 
loaded with stories of some of 
the most famous stallions 
and mares that ever lived. � e 
list reads like a Who’s Who in 
Quarter Horse history.

Legends 9 ad revise.indd   74 4/3/18   10:21:08 AM
136561-XX-830.indd   1 4/18/18   2:23:39 AMWHMMG_180600_018-027.indd   18 4/23/18   3:48:16 PM
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In addition to serving as the title sponsor for the SHTX World 
Show, Western Horseman magazine has on many occasions featured 
articles about various SHTX members and other matters concerning 
SHTX. I think going back to some of the not-so-recent articles might 
be of interest to newer members particularly.

Kim Lindsey served as the first secretary of SHTX and later as 
Vice-President, President, board member and Executive Director. 
She is currently Director of Ranching for AQHA. The following 
article is reprinted with permission of Western Horseman.

Historical Corner 
A retrospective look at a fellow competitor, 
friend and champion of the ranch and stock 
horse industry

Do you show in Ranch Conformation? 
Check out this Facebook Live video of 
Morgan Lybbert’s talk on Conformation 
from the San Antonio clinic! Thanks to 
Kate Byars for filming!

Questions on the Box-Drive-Box-Drive 
cow work class? AQHA & NRCHA 
Judge and SHTX Board Member Bozo 
Rogers discusses the class and what 
judges are looking for. It’s on our home 
page, stockhorsetexas.org






